International partnership center

EUROHOUSE in Talsi
History 

Talsi borrowed the idea of EUROHOUSE from Kurressare in Estonia, where EUROHOUSE exists since 1996. 

Project proposal “EUROHOUSE – INTERNATIONAL PARTNERSHIP CENTRE IN NORTH-WEST LATVIA” was developed in 1998 by the Architecture-planning department of Talsi town council. There were 6 partners in this project: municipality of Soderkoping (Sweden), Talsi town council, Laidze self-government, Lībagi self-government, Dundaga self-government and Valdgale self-government (Latvia).

PHARE BSPF approved the project proposal in the beginning of the year 2000. 

The aim of the project
To promote co-operation between North-West part of Latvia and other regions of the Baltic Sea area stimulating integration of Latvia into EU and being a continuation of EUROHOUSE idea, which already exists in Estonia.

Project objectives  
· To improve co-operation between self-governments in Latvia;

· To set up a partnership center for project preparation, co-ordination and implementation;

· To create system of dissemination of direct EU information for the North-West part of Latvia.

Activities of the project – seminars, workshops, training journeys helped to develop skills for successful co-operation. Project staff and experts have been informed about the problems in those self-governments which are involved in the project. Potential ways of solving these problems by having Eurohouse have been defined, as well as the role of the Eurohouse in future co-operation on local and international level. 

People have also been trained in project proposal writing. During these seminars the idea for a new project was developed – the continuation - “North-West Latvia on the way to EU integration: Training for local government specialists and workers on EU matters.”

The project “EUROHOUSE – INTERNATIONAL PARTNERSHIP CENTRE IN NORTH-WEST LATVIA” was finished on 22nd September 2000 by signing a contract on establishment of the partnership center “EUROHOUSE” in Talsi. Contract was signed between representatives from 5 self-governments (Talsi town council, Lībagi self-government, Laidze self-government, Dundaga self-government, Valdgale self-government).

EUROHOUSE at present 

International partnership center “EUROHOUSE” in Talsi was formally registered in the State Revenue Service as permanent municipal establishment on 28th December and started its activities on 2nd January 2001. 

Objectives of the EUROHOUSE
To establish and develop local co-operation

· among self-governments, 

· among self-governments and entrepreneurs,

· among self-governments and NGO’s.

To establish and develop international co-operation

· among self-governments, entrepreneurs and NGO’s of the North–West Latvia and the same type of organizations abroad.

To promote sustainable development of economics, environment and social sphere in North-West part of Latvia.

To promote integration process of regions into EU.


Main activities
Information

· establishment of data bases about partner organizations

· dissemination of information about possibilities presented by EU

Education

· organization of seminars and discussions on such  topics as development and EU 

Partnership

· search of international partnerships for projects and co-operation 

Projects

· rendering of assistance and consultations on project proposal writing

· preparation of project proposals 

The staff of the EUROHOUSE

EUROHOUSE Director – Ilze Liepiņa, Tterritory planner

EUROHOUSE International Partnership Co-ordinator – Ieva Zeiferte, Sociologist

The office of the EUROHOUSE

Kr. Valdemāra 17a, Talsi, LV 3201

eiromaja@apollo.lv
Phone: + 371 3281296

