Law on Communal Taxes (Fees)

(Final text)

Article 1

This Law introduces payment of communal taxes as fees for financing of public needs.

The Communal fees are paid for the usage of certain rights, objects and services of public character by the legal entities and physical persons who perform activities and by the citizens.

Article 2

The Communal fees are paid in accordance to the Tariff of Communal Fees which is a constituent part of this Law.

Article 3

The Communal fees are paid for the following determined rights, objects and services of: 

1. every firm, i.e. sign posted on business facilities 

2. utilization of areas for camps, tents and other similar objects of temporal character

3. utilization of sidewalks in front of the business facilities for performing economic activities

4. bulletins, announcements and advertisements in public places

5. providing musical entertainment in public bars

6. possession of games in public bars

7. display windows for goods outside the business facilities

8. utilization of spaces for parking of motor vehicles and their trailers, motorcycles, motorbikes and bicycles on spaces assigned by the municipality

9. utilization of squares and other space in the cities, settlements and urban areas for exhibiting subjects, opening exhibitions and other events for commercial purposes

10. utilization of the streets by passenger, freight and road motor and trailer vehicles, except for those vehicles for which a property tax has been prescribed and

11. utilization and maintenance of public lighting

“Public bars” mentioned in items 5 and 6, designates catering buildings (coffee bars, restaurants etc.) and their terraces, gardens etc.

“Posted firms and signs” according to paragraph 1, item 1, designates all marks and signs that signify that a physical person or legal entity performs certain activity or business, except for the signs with the names of the state agencies, institutions, political parties and citizen associations posted on their headquarters and signs for the PTT service units in the villages, railway stations and bus stations of the city and inter-city traffic.

“User of the public lighting” from the paragraph 1 item 11 of this article designates all the owners of a counter categorised as part of the “household” and all the owners of a counter categorised as “other expenditure”.

Article 4
Obliged to pay communal fees is a person who utilizes rights, objects and services for the utilization of which, payment of communal fees has been prescribed.

Article 5

The level of the communal fee cannot be determined according to the value of the object, realized turnover and the revenue.

The communal fees are the same for all who perform the same activity or business, i.e. for all subordinates of the same category.

The communal fee for posting a sign of the firm mentioned in article 3, paragraph 1, item 1 of this law is determined according to the types of activities. In a case when the firm or the sign is posted on several places on the same business facility, one communal fee is paid.

The communal fees from article 3, paragraph 1, items 2,3 and 9 of this law are determined per square meter of used land.

Article 6

Communal fee is not to be paid for:

1. utilization of objects, services and land by the military units and institutions

2. the posthumous obituaries, as well as the advertisements and announces from the article 3, item 4, in relation to the activities of the public agencies, self-government units, local communities, public organizations, citizen associations and political parties;

3. windows for display in business facilities or fairs

4. playing chess in public bars

5. music reproduced by mechanical apparatus (record player, tape recorder, radio, TV set etc. except for jubox)

6. posting a sign, i.e. title on business facilities in the passive urban areas with significant migration in the Republic and

7. deficit businesses and crafts in extinction, established with the decision of the Government of the Republic of Macedonia.

Those who have counters for electricity in the passive urban areas where there is no public lighting are exempted from paying communal fees from the article 3, paragraph 1, item 11.

The urban areas from the paragraph 1, item 6 and paragraph 2 in this article are determined by the Government of the Republic of Macedonia upon initiative by the assembly of the particular municipality.

Article 7

The obligation for paying communal fee begins at the moment of utilization of the right, object or service for the utilization of which, payment of communal fee is prescribed.

Article 8

The right to collect a communal fee  becomes obsolete upon the expiration of two years after the end of the year in which the fee was to be collected. 

The right to a return of overpaid fees becomes obsolete upon the expiration of two years after the end of the year in which the fee was collected.

Article 9

The public revenue entity is obliged to issue the subordinate a decision  (a document) which states the determined level of communal fee.

Collecting of communal fees from article 3 for the utilization of areas for camping, raising of tents, utilization of sidewalks before the business facilities, utilization of parking areas, posting of bulletins and utilization and maintenance of public lighting, shall be performed without prior issuance of decisions or writen notices for the level of the communal fees.

Article 10

Communal fees shall be paid in an annual amount or in accordance to the period of utilization of the rights, objects or services.

Communal fees of Article 3 paragraph 1, items 1, 3, 6 and 7 of this law shall be paid at an annual amount, and if they are determined for a period less than one year, the fees shall be paid every half year, i.e. at least every three months, and the communal fees from items 2, 4, 8, 9 and 10 of this law shall be paid in accordance to the period during which the rights, objects or services are utilized.

The communal fee of Article 3, paragraph 1 item 11 of this law shall be paid monthly.

Article 11
According to data from  January 1st of every year, the Public revenue body determines the level of fee for every subordinate individually.

The subordinates of Paragraph 1 of this Article are obliged to pay the fee within 30 days of receiving the decision.

Article 12

If during the year conditions such as ones for paying of communal fees according to Article 11 of this Law arise, or changes occur which lead into paying of fees in a greater amount, the subordinate is obliged to submit an application to the public revenue body within 15 days.

The Public Revenue body of Paragraph 1 of this Article shall by a decision determine the level of the fee in an annual amount and shall oblige the subordinate to pay the fee in the period of 15 days from the day of receipt of such decision.

The subordinate of communal fee who fails to submit an application as described in Paragraph 1 of this Article on time, shall be obliged to pay besides the regular fee, another by 30% greater.

Article 13
Subordinates to the fees of item 5 of Article 3 of this Law are obliged to prepare a tax declaration for the public revenue office in the time limit of 5 days from receiving of an approval for musical entertainment. 

Based on the declaration, the public revenue office shall determine the fee for the duration of the approval for which it submits a document to the subordinate.

If the fee relates to a time limit shorter than one month, the subordinate is obliged to pay it immediately. If it relates to more than one month, it shall be paid in equal monthly installments at the beginning of the month that is by the 5th of the month the latest.

Article 14

The fee of item 4 of article 3 of this law is calculated on the basis of the application of the subordinate, which is submitted before the expiring of the advertisement, publishing or announcement.  

The fee from paragraph 1 of this article must be paid immediately. 

Article 15

The public revenue entity supervises the implementation of this law and the regulations based on it. 

Article 16
If by this law it is not otherwise regulated, the provisions of the Law on personal income tax shall be applied in respect to the collection of communal fees, the appeal procedure, the renewal of the procedure, the interest, coerce collection and the return of the communal fee.

Article 17

Revenues from communal fees are transferred to the municipality in which they are collected.

Utilization of the funds from the communal fee collected for usage and maintenance of public lighting is regulated by an act of the local self government.

Article 18  

The legal entity shall be fined with 4 to 20 salaries if:

1)  fails to file a tax declaration;

2)  does not allow an inspection of business books, business and living facilities or impedes authorized persons in performing of examination and collection of data necessary for collection of communal fees;

3)  avoids to pay the annual ​​​​​​​​​fee, rather, the determined amount of fee, and if the legal entity fails to fulfill the obligation in the time limit of six months from the due day of payment and 

4)  fails to make the payment of the fee pertaining to the utilization and maintenance of public lighting in the determined time limit, to the appropriate account with the National Payment clearing house (ZPP).

For offenses stated in Paragraph 1 items 1, 2, 3 and 4 of this article, persons responsible in the legal entity shall be fined in the amount of one fifth to three salaries.

For offenses stated in Paragraph 1, items 1, 2 and 3 of this article, physical persons who perform business activity shall be fined in the amount of one fifth to three salaries. 

For offenses stated in Paragraph 1 of this article, a fine in the amount of one tenth to one half salary shall be paid by the citizen. 

Article 19 

Communal fees are payable in accordance to the following

TARIFF FOR COMMUNAL FEES

Tariff Number 1 

For a company, i.e. the title of:

a)  business facilities of the physical persons who perform business activities 
2.000

b)  business facilities of the physical persons who perform business activities 

      and pay the tax in a flat sum






   500  

c)  business facilities of companies and other legal entities from the field of 

      production, turn over and services, except for shops, newspaper stands,  

      business units and similar for which fees equal 2.000



6.000

· business facilities of companies and other legal entities from communal 

      services









3.000

· business facilities of companies and other legal entities, as well as the 

      buying posts which do not operate on a regular basis



3.000

Tariff Number 2

for usage of areas in camp sites for tents and other similar temporary 

usage - on a daily basis







     25

Note: Collection of fees from the tax payers (subordinates) from tariff number 2 is 

performed by the catering, tourist and other companies, others providing catering and tourist services, citizens who perform catering and tourism activities,

by providing the services, as well as private households who accommodate domestic

and foreign persons who reside in their catering and tourist facilities.

Enterprises and citizens are obliged to pay the fee pertaining to paragraph 1 to an appropriate account with the national clearing house. 
Tariff No. 3

For usage of side walks before business facilities for business activity per m2 daily 10.

The state entity authorized for issuance of an approval collects fees for performance of business activities and makes the payment to an appropriate account number with the  national clearing house. 

Tariff No. 4

Fees are paid for billboards, publishing and announcements on public places such as:

- up to seven days








   600

- up to thirty days








1.000

- up to one year








1.200

Tariff No. 5

Fees are paid for musical entertainment in public pubs



5.000

Tariff No. 6

For possession of means for games and entertainment in public pubs, 

per item per year








2.000

Tariff No. 7

For possession of windows for display of goods outside of business facilities, 

annual fees are paid:

- by physical persons who perform business activities



1.000

- and by legal persons in the field of production, turnover and services

2.000

Tariff No. 8

For utilization of parking space for motor vehicles:

- parking and garaging of passenger vehicles on public parking spaces

     20

- parking of transport vehicles and busses 





     80

- selling of vehicles on parking spaces

a) passenger vehicles








     60


b) transport vehicles








    300


Note: The enterprise authorized for organization and maintenance of the parking space collects the fees and pays it to the appropriate account  with the national clearing house.

Tariff No. 9

Fees are paid for utilization of plazas and other spaces in the towns, suburbs and settlements for exhibiting and entertainment 5 denars per m2 per day.

Note: The state entity authorized for issuance of permits for organizing of exhibitions and entertainment collects the fee and pays it to the appropriate account with the national clearing house.

Tariff No. 10

For utilization of roads by passenger, transport, motor vehicles annually such as:

- for transport vehicles by one ton of carrying weight



   100

- for passenger vehicles up to 1000 ccm





     50

- for passenger vehicles of 1000 to 1300 ccm





     80

- for passenger vehicles of 1300 to 1500 ccm





    100

- for passenger vehicles of over 1500 ccm





    200

- for busses and other vehicles which serve for passenger transport


    500

- for special vehicles








      50

- for all types of motorcycles







      50

Note: The state entity authorized for registration of motor vehicles collects the fee and pays it to the appropriate account with the national clearing house.

Tariff No. 11

For utilization and maintenance of public lighting, communal fee is paid in the level of the value of 15 KWh by the price paid pertaining to public lighting, for each device measuring the utilization of electric energy.

Note: The public enterprise for production, transportation and distribution of electric energy collects the fee for utilization and maintenance of public lighting from those who posses measuring devices, and pays it to the appropriate account with the national clearing house.
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