Telecottage – The Smile of the Village

Background:

Csákberény is a small village in Fejér County with 1200 inhabitants. In 1992 15-20 people have started to think about the future of the village. They raised many ideas, problems and solutions, and finally they collected these in a village development program. One of the ideas has been the need for a special community centre, where we can deal with all these ideas, gather information, organise and provide help.      

The Solution: 

We found an unused local governmental owned house, which for we asked for and the local government gave it to us. After the renovation we equipped it with all kinds of office, communication (Internet) and IT equipment. Then this “everybody’s office” has been ready, a general office which is the tourist information centre of the village, training, organisational centre, a meeting point, starting point for any community initiative, games for the children and for the young and it is suitable for all kinds of other similar activities that made possible by its conditions. There are new ideas, programs and actions coming up in almost every week, which can be realised in the Telecottage. Some examples: here we edit and publish the local newspaper, there is educational help and assistance for children, there are exhibitions of the local artists, and our notice board is always full with local offers, advertisements. Our most valuable information source is the “Who is proficient in what in Csákberény?” value map of the village.  

Conditions:

Most importantly a person has needed who is open for the new ideas, who is accepted by the village, creative, having good co-operative abilities and likes to deal with people. The first investment has been 1.5 million Ft, without the building. The annual cost of operation is about the same amount. The Telecottage is part of the Foundation for Csákberény, and it is sponsored and managed by a local company (Közigprint). 

Results:

The Telecottage has been opened on the 14th of June 1994. Monthly it has between 3-5000 visitors. We have good relations with the local government, with the cultural centre, with the school and with all local organisations. We have frequently joint programs, they are using regularly the Telecottage services. Following the example of Csákberény, a national movement has started. The Hungarian Telecottage Association has chosen our Csákberény Telecottage as its centre.       

Contacts:

Sándor Székely and Zsuzsa Illés the managers of the Telecottage.

8073 Csákberény, Kossuth L. u. 4/1. Tel/fax: (36) 22 424 002

Mátyás Gáspár and Mária Takáts the founders of the Telecottage.

8073 Csákberény, István u. 47. Tel/fax: (36) 22 424 085,

Email: manyo@mail.alba.hu

Partners:

The following individuals and organisations has helped, sponsored and supported the Telecottage of Csákberény: Éva Szanyi – Ministry of Social Affairs, Bertalan Kemény – Association for Village Development, Mátyás Gáspár - Közigkonzult, Mária Takáts - Közigprint, János Gáspár - ESTRADE, The Local Government of Csákberény, Andre Mooij - De Beuk (Netherlands), József Doktor - UNITRADE, Danubia Ltd and the many local helpers, carpenter, bricklayer, painter, electrician, embroiders and the gardener. 

Information:

 Mátyás Gáspár, Mária Takáts, Let’s Build Telecottage!, edited by: Erdei iskola, 1997., The book can be ordered from the Csákberény Telecottage.

Further and actual information can be found on the Web page of the Hungarian Telecottage Association (http://www.telehaz.hu), about Telecottages in Hungary and in the world. 

