ASSOCIATION of EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS 

of LATVIAN LOCAL and REGIONAL GOVERNMENTS (AEDLLRG)

Latvia is located at the Eastern coast of the Baltic Sea. In the North it borders with Estonia, in the South with Lithuania and in the East with Russia and Belarus. The territory of Latvia is 64,589 sq.km, in the beginning of year 2000 the population of Latvia was 2,424,300.

There are 481 pagasts (rural municipality) and 77 towns in Latvia, 7 of them, including the capital of the state Riga, are the cities of state subordination. 24 towns have rural territories. The territory of the country is divided into 26 districts (regions) with indirectly elected councils. Chairmen of the local governments are the members of district’s councils.

According to the law “On Self-governments” adopted in 1994, the politicians of self-governments can appoint executive director or assign to fulfil his/her duties to the chairman. In the beginning of 2000, 90 pagasts, 40 town, 5 city and 25 district authorities had executive directors. The number of executive directors has a tendency to increase. 

The rights and duties of executive directors include responsibility for the work of the municipal institutions and enterprises as well as for fulfilment of mandatory rules and other normative acts; to give instructions to the heads of municipal establishments; to prepare proposals for cancellation of illegal or inexpedient decisions; to propose the appointment or dismissal of the heads of municipal establishments and enterprises; to submit proposals about the establishment, reorganisation and liquidation of municipal institutions and enterprises; to run the municipal property and financial resources; to ensure elaboration of social and economic development plan, spatial plan and budget drafts; to execute other duties stated in the statutes and decisions of the self-government.

AEDLLRG was established on November 5, 1997 in order to consolidate and organise the executive directors for co-operation, exchange of experience and legal security as well as to improve their qualification. It is voluntary union of professionals, which operates within the framework of Union of Local and Regional Governments of Latvia.

Executive directors and their deputies as well as the heads of self-governments, which fulfil the duties of executive directors can become the members of Association. The activities of Association are financed by the payments from local and regional governments, in which members of Association are working. The Association is headed by the chairman elected for 2 years and the board, but daily work is performed by the hired adviser. There are 126 members in the Association now.

Once a month the Association organises meetings for its members and colleagues with the ministers and politicians of the Parliament, state institution officials and private entrepreneurs, municipal experts. Once a quarter these meetings take place outside Riga in some region of Latvian. The Association members actively operate in the committees and working groups of the Union of Local and Regional Governments as well as take part in official negotiations between the self-governments and the national government (ministries).

The Association has started co-operation with foreign colleagues. The delegation of the Association visited local and regional governments of Czech Republic and the Agreement for mutual co-operation was signed with the Association of Administrative Secretaries of Cities and Local municipalities of the Czech Republic on June 3, 1999 in Berouna. The Association is looking for partners from Scandinavia, Baltic Sea region and other countries of Europe and all around the world.

Contact information:

The Chairman of Association – Vitalijs Aizbalts (Daugavpils District Council),

                                                   address: 2 Riga street, Daugavpils, LV-5400, Latvia,

                                                   phone: (+371)5422233, mob: (+371)9120403,

                                                   fax: (+371)5422237, e-mail: ddmc@drp.lv.

The Deputy Chairman – Guntis Grinbergs (Executive Institution of Latgale Suburb in    

                                     Riga), address: 31 Daugavpils street, Riga, LV-1003, Latvia,

                                     phone: (+371)7013500, mob: (+371)9250247, 

                                     fax: (+371)7013505, e-mail: daceK@latgale.rcc.lv. 

Adviser – Bruno Otersons, address: 1 Maza Pils street, Riga, LV-1050, Latvia,

                phone: (+371)7221102, mob: (+371)9197606, fax: (+371)7212241,

                e-mail: bruno@lps.lv. 

